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Springvale Learning and Activities Centre Inc. 
 

Minutes 

Annual General Meeting 2025 held on 

Wednesday, 12 November 2025.  

 
1.   Meeting declared open at 7:05pm.  

  
Leah Douglas welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
Leah acknowledged special guests:  Cr Sean O’Reily (Greater Dandenong); Biljana 
Komnenovic (Greater Dandenong Council); Hussen Mohamed and Brian Oates 
(Australian Multicultural Media Centre).  
  
Leah thanked all SLAC members, staff and guests for making time to attend the AGM. 

 
2. Present 

 
SLAC Members: Leah Douglas, David Hawkins, Bev Douglas, Dane Lao, Adel 
Dafla, Binita Maskey, Angela Holl, Be Ha, Ansera Ficak.  
 
SLAC Staff: Elena Sheldon, Emma Sayegh, Susan McCracken, Shirin Safi, Rizpah 
Perera, Mariela Sonn Kay, De La Rue, Sonali Gunasekara, 
 
Invited guests:   Cr Sean O’Reily (Greater Dandenong);  Biljana Komnenovic 
(Greater Dandenong Council); Hussen Mohamed and Brian Oates (Australian 
Multicultural Media Centre). 

 
3. Apologies Received 

 
SLAC Members: Tuan Tran, Ranka Trisic, Maria Agelonitis, Richard Lim  
 
SLAC Staff: Karen De Franz, Julie Jessett, Juan Law, Tooqi Parwez, Amina Alkozai, 
Brenton Neilsen.  
 
Invited guests:  Eden Foster MP; Meng Heang Tak MP; Rachel Payne MP 
 
Motion: Apologies to be accepted. 

 
Moved: Bev Douglas                  Seconded: David Hawkins  Carried               

 
 

4. Minutes of 2024 AGM, held on 13 November 2024.  
 
The copies of the minutes were provided to all in attendance before the start of the 
meeting.  
 
Motion: Minutes of the AGM 2024 to be accepted as true and correct record of the 
event.  
 
Moved: Emma Sayegh  Seconded: Susan McCracken  Carried 
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5. To receive and consider SLAC Annual Report on activities in 2024-2025.  
 

5.1 President’s Report 2024-2025 
 
Leah acknowledged excellent work of SLAC Committee, staff and volunteers over the year and 
encouraged everyone to read the Annual Report. 
Leah announced the new 5-year strategy Vision 2030 that was designed by the Committee and 
staff over the year.  
She reflected on the strategic planning session the Committee and staff held earlier in 2025 and 
encouraged everyone to read through SLAC’s newly adopted 5-year strategy published in the 
Annual Report.  
 

5.2 CEO’s Report 2024-2025 
 
Elena spoke about the impact across the three program areas and referred to the Annual 
Report. She thanked the team and acknowledged excellent work of all staff and volunteers. 
Elena thanked the Committee for their generosity contributing their own time and skills.  
Elena acknowledged an important achievement of SLAC being a finalist in two categories on 
Learn Local awards for the work in 2023-2024.  
She congratulated Sonali Gunasekara for being the Finalist as the Teacher of the Year category 
and acknowledged SLAC’s partnership with the Afghan Women’s Organisation being a Finalist 
in the Learn Local Partnerships category.  
 
Motion: SLAC Annual Report 2024-2025 to be accepted.  
 
Moved: Be Ha  Seconded: Angela Holl         Carried   
 
 

6. Financial Report for the year ended 30 June 2025. 
 
The full auditor’s report for the year ended on 30 June 2025 provided to the attendees before the 
meeting.  The copy will be published on the website over the coming days.  
David Hawkins, the Treasurer, thanked Elena and Mariela for their diligence and thoroughness in 
processing financial transactions. He acknowledged the whole team of staff and thanked them for 
their excellent work, finishing the year with the surplus was a significant achievement. 
 
 
Motion: The SLAC financial report for 2024-2025 to be accepted.  
 
Moved: Binita Maskey   Seconded: David Hawkins    Carried  
 
 
 

7. Appointment of the Auditor for 2025-2026 financial year - Badaway and 
Associates.  

 
Motion: The AGM approves appointing Badaway and Associates Pty. Ltd auditors for 2025-2026.  
 
Moved: Dane Lao    Seconded: Be Ha      Carried  
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8. Review of annual membership fees.  
 

Current annual membership fee is $5.   Leah invited for suggestions from the floor.  
 
Discussion was held that while increasing the membership fees will help SLAC in this challenging 
financial environment, it may create barriers to participation to the disadvantaged community 
members. 
 
 
Motion: SLAC annual membership fee for 2025-2026 to be $5.    
 
Moved: Be Ha   Seconded: Binita Maskey         Carried  
 
 

9. Election of Committee for 2025-2026.  
 
Leah Douglas declared all the positions on the SLAC Committee vacant and invited Cr Sean 
O’Reiley to chair the elections. 
 
Sean acknowledged the traditional custodians of this land, the Bunurong People.  
 
He announced nine nominations for the Executive and the Committee received prior to the AGM 
and listed on the Agenda. 
 
Nominations received prior to the AGM:  
 
 

Role Nominee Nominated by Seconded by 

President Leah Douglas David Hawkins Tuan Tran 

Treasurer David Hawkins Leah Douglas Angela Holl 

Secretary Adel Dafla Ranka Trisic  Bev Douglas 

Vice-president Bev Douglas Tuan Tran David Hawkins 

Committee Tuan Tran Angela Holl Adel Dafla 

Committee Ranka Trisic Bev Douglas Dane Lao 

Committee Angela Holl Leah Douglas David Hawkins 

Committee Binita Maskey Adel Dafla Leah Douglas 

Committee Dane Lao David Hawkins Binita Maskey 

Committee Vacant    

 
Sean noted one vacant position on the Committee and invited nominations from the floor. None 
were forthcoming. Sean announced the members of the Executive and Committee members 
elected by acclamation and congratulated the SLAC Committee, staff and volunteers.  
 
On behalf of the Greater Dandenong City Council, Sean acknowledged the special milestone of  
eighty years of service to the people of Springvale and beyond - an extraordinary achievement of 
SLAC. 
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Since opening its doors back in 1945, this Centre has grown from humble beginnings into a vibrant 
hub for learning, connection and inclusion. 
 
Over the decades, SLAC has helped thousands of people - offering education programs, English 
classes, digital skills training and creative activities that bring the community together. It has 
supported new arrivals finding their feet, seniors staying connected and people of all ages 
discovering new opportunities. 
 
What makes this Centre so special is the spirit of community behind it - the staff, volunteers, 
teachers and board members who give their time, their talent and their hearts to make it all 
possible. 
 
This organisation is strong because of the passion and hard work. These efforts are seen and 
valued and on behalf of our wonderfully diverse community, Sean thanked SLAC team for all that 
they do. 
 
The partnership between the City of Greater Dandenong and the Springvale Learning and 
Activities Centre is something to be very proud of. Together, we continue to promote learning, 
inclusion and wellbeing - the foundations of a caring and connected community. 
 
As we look ahead to the next chapter, the Springvale Learning and Activities Centre will continue 
to evolve - finding new ways to empower people and strengthen community life. 
 
So tonight, on behalf of Council and the community, Sean offered his warmest congratulations to 
everyone who has been part of this 80-year journey. 
 
Here’s to the next 80 years of learning, connection and community! 
 
Leah thanked Sean for chairing the elections, for his kind words and ongoing support to SLAC.  
 
Leah declared the official proceedings of the meeting complete.   
 

10. Australian Multicultural Media Centre – documentary to mark SLAC’s 80th 
anniversary.  

 
Elena acknowledged Hussen and Brian, representing the AMMC and reflected on the work the 
AMMC have done creating this special documentary to mark the 80th anniversary of the 
organisation.  
 
The attended watched the documentary and provided their feedback by applause.  
 
Hussen from the AMMC spoke about what their organisation is doing and how it is important to 
engage multicultural young people in learning and participating in community life.  
 

11. Meeting declared closed at 7.54pm.  
 


